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Preface 

Chicago  Sunday  Tribune,  June  1, 1947 
BOOKS  ALIVE 
By  Vincent  Stakrett 
Why  collect  Lincolniana?"  asked  R.  Gerald 
McMurtry  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Lincoln 
Herald,  and  gave  so  many  excellent  reasons 
that  I  was  tempted  to  begin  at  once.  Happily 
enough  of  his  reasons  for  collecting  the  me- 
morabilia of  Abraham  Lincoln  were  equally 
good  reasons  for  collecting  almost  anything 
else   and  sober  second  thought  urged  me  to 

atttoon  SUbJ6CtS  already  "*&*  ** 

But  McMurtry's  case  for  Lincolniana  is 
cogent  and  fascinating.  Lincoln's  towering  po- 
sition m  world  history  is  permanent,  as  he 
points  out,  and  his  influence  on  our  American 
Me  is  a  continuing  one;  thus  the  scope  of 
Lincoln  literature  is  practically  without  limit 
it  has  been  estimtaed  that  a  new  book,  bro- 
chure   pamphlet,  or  folder  relevant  to  the 
16th  President  rolls  from  the  press  every  three 
or  four  days,  if  variants  and  new  editions 
may  be  counted.  It  is  a  comforting  thought  to 
collectors  that  their  theme  has  not  been  ex- 
hausted, that  it  is  perhaps  inexhaustible. 

Incomplete  surveys,  says  McMurtry,  in- 
dicate that  the  literature  of  Lincoln  exceeds 
in  butt  and  total  of  items  the  literature  of  any 
other  historical  character,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  Napoleon.  If  a  collector  owned 
one  copy  of  all  the  books,  brochures    nam 

yards**  of  Jay  Monaghan's  XincXSbho 
graphy,   he  would  have  approximately  12,000 


items  —  a  figure  that  does  not  include  items 
published  since  1939  or  those  missed  or  re- 
jected by  Monaghan. 

Schools  of  thought  exist  in  the  Lincoln  fra- 
ternity, and  various  controversies  tend  to  give 
life  to  the  subject  and  to  keep  monografs  and 
special  studies  popping  from  the  presses. 
Among  the  problems  about  which  authorities 
dispute  with  one  another  are  such  questions 
as  the  legitimacy  of  Lincoln's  mother,  his  re- 
ligion, the  relative  merits  of  his  schoolmasters, 
hfs  legal  ability,  his  military  genius,  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  famous  Bixby  letter,  the  pos- 
sibility that  John  Wilkes  Booth  escaped  his 
pursuers. 

In  addition  to  serious  historical  and  bio- 
grafical  studies,  the  literature  of  the  subject  in- 
cludes such  bizarre  items  as  almanacs,  horo- 
scopes, calendars,  planet  readers,  phrenologi- 
cal journals,  psychobiografies,  dissertations  on 
destiny  mechanisms,  and  similar  oddities. 
Here  are  some  queer  examples  of  Lincoln 
literature,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  titles: 
"Lincoln  Never  Smoked  a  Cigarette,  John 
Tyler  and  Abraham  Lincoln-Who  Was  the 
Dwarf? "  "The  Life  of  Honest  Abe  Done  Up 
Brown  in  Jazzistory,"  "Euclid  +  Lincoln  = 
Kent  A  +  B  =  C." 

But  the  "all  out"  Lincoln  collector  need  not 
confine  himself  to  books  and  pamphlets.  He 
may  gather  manuscripts,  photografs,  sheet 
music,  broadsides,  relics,  novelties,  stamps; 
anything  and  even/thing  that  will  enhance 
the  interest  of  his  collection.  Some  men 
collect  Lincoln  pennies  with  rare  mint  marks; 
some  assemble  oceans  of  newspaper  clippings. 
Delightful  as  all  this  undoubtedly  is,  I  am 
to  old  a  dog  to  learn  new  tricks.  I  plan  to  stick 
to  Sherlock  Holmes  and  Dr.  Thorndyke  and 
"Who  Killed  Cock  Robin?'  However,  the 
fascination  of  collecting  Lincolniana  is  unde- 


niable;  I  just  wish  I  had  the  time  for  it-and 
nothing  else  to  do.  There  is  much  to  be  said 
for  a  single  minded  devotion;  a  one-subject 
hobby  in  which  to  immerse  one's  self,  and  let 
everything  else  go  hang. 

There  are  few  Lincoln  books  on  my  shelves, 
more's  the  pity;  but  I  must  note  particularly 
two  volumes  recently  sent  me  by  Rutgers 
University  Press:  "Abraham  Lincoln  and  the 
Widow  Bixby,"  by  F.  Lauriston  Bullard,  and 
"A  Shelf  of  Lincoln  Books,"  by  Paul  M. 
Angle. 

Dr.  Bullard's  research  is  a  fine  piece  of 
literary  detection  that  book-lovers  in  all  fields 
will  acquire  with  satisfaction  and  read  with 
pleasure.  In  Bullard's  opinion  there  is  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  Lincoln  wrote  the  let- 
ter to  Mrs.  Bixby;  not  John  Hay  as  has  been 
claimed. 

Mr.  Angle's  "critical,  selective  bibliografy 
of  Lincolniana"  is,  I  think,  the  one  book 
about  Lincoln  that  I  would  be  tempted  to 
keep  if  I  were  restricted  to  only  one  book 
about  Lincoln,  for.it  is  a  book  about  the  "best 
books"  that  have  been  written  about  Lincoln 
with  an  authoritative  and  interesting  comment 

°n  ?dC  b~a  model  of  what  a  brief  biblio8rafy 
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Why    Collect 
Lincolniana? 


In  the  world  of  books  there  is  a  brotherhood 
of  hobbyists  who  specialize  in  the  collecting 
and  study  of  items  pertaining  to  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Books  and  pamphlets  constitute  the 
major  bulk  of  their  holdings,  but  the  field  of 
Lincolniana  is  so  diversified  that  the  materials 
acquired  can  be  classified  under  approxi- 
mately two  dozen  headings,  the  majority  of 
which  are  printed  publications  of  one  form  or 
another.  These  collectors  are  very  individual- 
istic in  interest  and  ability.  They  range  all  the 
way  from  the  professional  historian  to  the 
collector  of  Lincoln  cents,  with  rare  mint 
marks.  Likewise,  their  acquisitions  vary  in 
value  and  importance.  One  collector  of  Lin- 
colniana may  display  a  scholarly  and  dis- 
criminating taste  for  the  more  intellectual 
type  of  item,  while  other  collectors  specialize 
in  what  might  be  derisively  called  junk.  On 
the  other  hand  some  hobbyists,  along  with  a 
few  institutional  librarians  or  curators,  collect 
everything  available  concerning  the  Sixteenth 
President.  Carried  to  the  point  of  approximate 
completeness  their  efforts  are  most  commend- 
able. 

Regardless  of  varying  interests  there  is  a 
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certain  bond  in  the  so-called  Lincoln  fratern- 
ity that  welds  together  in  friendship  the  am- 
bitious student  and  the  intelligent  collector. 
One  of  the  compensations  of  collecting  Lin- 
colniana  is  the  camaraderie  of  the  historian 
and  the  dilettante.  While  the  collector  may  be 
called  a  bibliomaniac  or  more  often  just  a 
"Lincoln  Nut,"  this  insatiable  desire  for  some- 
thing new  to  add  to  his  shelves  and  files  is 
one  of  the  driving  forces  that  keeps  interest 
alive  in  the  subject.  Impervious  to  all  ridicule, 
the  true  Lincoln  hobbyist  admits  that  his 
malady  is  book  madness  (along  with  other 
complications)  and  instead  of  suppressing  his 
collecting  instincts  he  develops  a  fetish  for 
rare  and  curious  books. 

In  the  field  of  Lincolniana  bibliomania  is 
said  to  be  highly  infectious.  The  germ  is 
usually  found  to  repose  in  the  biography  sec- 
tions of  rare  book  and  manuscript  catalogues 
of  which  there  are  a  great  number  in  circula- 
tion. The  germ  in  the  catalogues  from  Chi- 
cago, New  York  and  Boston  is  said  to  be 
particularly  virulent.  Virtual  culture  beds  of 
Bibliomania  Lincolnia  are  found  in  book- 
shops. The  germ  is  believed  to  be  air-borne, 
and  people  (men  are  more  susceptible)  have 
been  known  to  get  the  mania  merely  by  asso- 
ciation with  those  already  infected.  It  seems 
that  there  is  no  anti  toxin.  In  fact,  the  suf- 
ferer does  not  appear  to  desire  a  cure. 

In  spite  of  this  psychiatric  complex  the 
Lincoln  collector  is  to  be  envied.  In  other 
words,  he  has  found  an  interest  in  life,  aside 
from  his  work-a-day  routine.  The  very  nature 
of  his  specialization  lifts  him,  for  a  little  while, 
out  of  a  depressing  atomic  world  of  current 
affairs  into  a  more  colorful  and  picturesque 
period  of  American  life.  In  no  sense  should 
he  allow  himself  to  become  simply  a  mental 


recluse;  instead,  as  a  student  of  history,  he 
should  acquire  a  better  understanding  of  the 
stark  realities  of  such  a  crisis  as  confronted 
Abraham  Lincoln  when  he  attained  the  presi- 
dency, and  thereby  become  more  capable  of 
dealing  with  the  problems  of  his  own  time. 

But  why  collect  Lincolnianar  Would  not 
the  assembling  of  Washingtoniana  or  Jack- 
soniana  serve  the  same  purpose?  The  proper 
answer  to  such  a  question  is  that  every  man 
should  follow  his  own  collecting  inclinations, 
but  the  Lincoln  field  does  offer  some  unusual 
opportunities.  For  one  thing,  historians  and 
biographers  have  spawned  more  rare,  unique, 
limited,  uncut,  extra-  illustrated,  copperplated, 
leather-bound  publications  about  Lincoln  than 
any  other  historical  character  of  our  country. 
The  incomplete  surveys  now  available  indi- 
cate that  Lincoln  literature  exceeds  in  bulk 
and  in  the  total  of  items  the  literature  of  any 
other  historical  character.  This  statement, 
however,  is  denied  by  collectors  of  Napoleon- 
iana.  Probably  the  comparison  of  the  number 
of  volumes  written  about  Lincoln  and  Napo- 
poleon  is  unfair,  because  the  titles  enumerated 
under  Bonaparte  are  said  to  include  the  works 
on  the  Napoleonic  wars,  whereas,  the  titles 
in  Lincolniana  do  not  include  the  literature 
on  the  Civil  War.  Martin  Luther  is  another 
contender  for  first  place  in  historical  liter- 
ature. But,  by  delegating  this  famous  German 
Protestant  revolutionist  to  a  religious  category, 
we  can  place  him  with  the  Biblical  characters 
who  without  question  lead  the  field  of  pub- 
lished works.  One  great  Lincoln  library 
claims  to  have  at  the  present  time  "the  largest 
collection  of  historical  literature  ever  gathered 
about  one  man,  in  one  place,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  time."  No  institution  or  individual 
has  been  able  to  successfully  refute  this  state- 


ment.  In  the  minds  of  most  Americans  there 
is  a  tendency  to  associate  the  "Father  of  his 
Country"  with  the  "Savior  of  the  Union,"  and 
the  novice  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  Lin- 
coln far  outranks  Washington  in  the  field  of 
published  works. 

Every  collector  of  modest  means,  as  well 
as  those  with  wealth,  has  a  chance  to  acquire 
numerous  materials  concerning  the  Sixteenth 
President.  In  fact  a  new  book,  brochure, 
pamphlet  or  folder  relevant  to  the  "Railsplit- 
ter"  rolls  from  the  press  every  three  or  four 
days,  on  the  average,  if  we  include  the  differ- 
ent editions,  separate  printings  and  variants. 
This  is  grist  for  the  mills  of  bibliomaniacs 
who  collect  fine  books,  and  delight  in  odd  im- 
prints, rare  variants,  low  numbered  limited  ed- 
itions and  exquisite  bindings.  In  no  other  field 
of  literature  will  the  bibliophile  enjoy  such  a 
wide  range  of  opportunities.  Some  of  the 
more  scholarly  works  have  been  the  special 
pride  of  bookmakers  who  have  taken  delight 
in  incorporating  all  the  techniques  of  typo- 
graphy and  fine  binding  into  their  publica- 
tions. This  trend  of  application  of  fine  book- 
making  to  the  basic  Lincoln  publications  of 
today  is  still  followed  with  keen  zest  by  crafts- 
men. 

Lincoln's  towering  position  in  world  history 
is  permanent,  and  his  influence  in  our  mod- 
ern American  life  is  almost  beyond  the  com- 
prehension of  those  who  do  not  ordinarily 
study  the  men  and  measures  of  the  past.  Like- 
wise, the  Sixteenth  President  has  become  in 
the  minds  of  men  a  subject  for  folklore  and 
tradition  in  a  nation  which  dotes  on  its  soph- 
istication, yet  at  the  same  time  leads  all  na- 
tions in  hero  worship.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
historian  to  master  every  minute  phase  and 
detail  of  Lincoln's  complex  life,  just  as  it  is 


impossible  for  the  collector  to  acquire  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  subject.  This  is  a 
challenge  which  proves  to  be  a  never  ending 
fascination.  These  facts  indicate  an  increasing 
interest  in  the  Sixteenth  President,  which  is 
a  factor  to  consider  when  one  decides  to  build 
a  collection  of  historical  literature.  No  hobby- 
ist wants  to  ride  a  dead  horse. 

The  scope  of  Lincoln  literature  is  practic- 
ally without  limit.  In  addition  to  the  serious 
historical  and  biographical  studies,  there  are 
almanacs,  horoscopes,  calendars,  planet  read- 
ers, phrenological  journals,  psycho-biograph- 
ies, dissertations  on  destiny  mechanisms  and  a 
miscellaneous  accumulation  of  literary  phe- 
nomena that  seems  to  have  no  limitations.  The 
titles  of  some  of  these  Lincoln  publications 
are  also  quite  amusing.  Some  examples  are: 
Lincoln  Never  Smoked  A  Cigarette,  John 
Tyler  and  Abraham  Lincoln— Who  Was  The 
Dwarf?  Lincoln-Douglas— The  Weather  As 
Destiny,  Peeps  At  Abraham  Lincoln;  Abe's 
First  Fish,  Euclid  -f-  Lincoln  =  Kent  A  +  B 
=C,  Lincoln  and  The  Fig,  The  Life  of  Hon- 
est Abe  Done  Up  Brown  in  Jazzistory,  and 
Lincoln  A  Christian  Though  Not  a  "Camp- 
bellite".  Then  Lincoln  has  been  called  a 
"biosopher,"  a  Baptist,  a  prohibitionist,  a 
mountaineer,  a  military  strategist,  a  poet,  a 
Catholic,  an  inventor,  a  Jeffersonian  and  a 
user  of  Bellingham's  Stimulating  Onguent 
for  the  hair  and  whiskers.  It  has  been  said  that 
a  Lincoln  monograph  can  be  written  on  any 
given  topic.  This  is,  of  course,  an  exaggera- 
tion, but  at  the  same  time  the  statement  is  not 
too  far  removed  from  the  truth. 

The  extent  of  Lincoln  literature,  as  the 
reader  will  suspect,  is  voluminous.  If  a  col- 
lector owned  one  copy  of  all  the  books, 
brochures,  pamphlets  and  folders  in  all  the 


different  imprints,  variants  and  editions 
which  fall  within  the  Jay  Monaghan1  "yard- 
stick", the  number  would  approximate  twelve 
thousand  items.  This  figure  does  not  include 
the  items  published  since  1939  or  those  missed 
by  Monaghan.  Also,  Monaghan  has  rejected 
a  great  many  titles  which  earlier  bibliograph- 
ers have  listed  and  which  the  collector  may 
want  to  include  in  his  library.  In  addition  to 
all  this,  the  recorded  words  of  Lincoln  exceed 
those  of  the  Bible  or  the  complete  works  of 
Shakespeare  and  with  the  discovery  of  new 
letters  and  speeches  of  Lincoln  the  number  of 
his  recorded  words  continues  to  grow. 

Another  factor  of  importance,  which  is  a 
comforting  thought  for  the  Lincoln  collector, 
is  the  knowledge  gained  from  a  survey  of 
what  has  been  written,  that  the  Lincoln  theme 
is  not  yet  exhausted.2  In  fact,  the  historical 
gaps  in  the  study  can  be  detected  by  the  train- 
ed student  who  attempts  to  delve  deeply  into 
the  innermost  recesses  of  the  life  and  career 
cf  Abraham  Lincoln.  Even  the  amateur  his- 
torian can  detect  some  of  these  unexplored 
fields  that  so  obviously  need  ploughing. 

There  is  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  casual  ob- 
servers that  modern  Lincoln  studies  are  merely 
repetitions  of  what  has  been  previously  writ- 
ten and  published.  This  is  not  a  correct  ob- 
servation, but  most  current  works  are  scholarly 
and  scientific.  In  fact,  more  than  one-third 
of  the  basic  books  of  Lincolniana  have,  accord- 
ing to  one  student,  been  written  during  the 
last  decade.  At  the  same  time,  these  past  few 
years  have  witnessed  the  publication  of  some 
of  the  prize  "duds"  of  all  time.  One  dealer 
who  specializes  in  Lincolniana  made  this  state- 
ment about  one  book,  in  reviewing  the  pub- 
lished works  of  a  recent  year:  "In  every  horse 
race  some  of  the  entries  are  scratched.    This, 


one  should  have  been  scratched."  Another 
dealer  chided  his  competitor  about  the  sale  of 
a  certain  Lincoln  book,  when  the  competitor 
declared  "that  every  copy  sold  was  over  his 
earnest  protest." 

The  impression  is  current  that  there  are  at 
least  three  thousand  Lincoln  collectors  who 
will  purchase  every  Lincoln  title  published. 
Going  on  the  theory  that  a  sale  of  twenty-five 
hundred  copies  will  pay  the  publication  costs 
of  most  books,  some  writers  have  attempted  to 
lift  the  mortages  on  the  old  homestead  with 
a  new  Lincoln  book.  According  to  gossip,  no 
matter  how  trifling  a  Lincoln  book  may  be, 
it  can  still  pay  its  way.  This,  the  uninitiated 
say,  is  the  reason  for  the  great  number  of 
Lincoln  publications.  Such  a  deduction  is  a 
fallacy.  A  recent,  but  incomplete  survey  of 
the  Lincoln  collectors  reveals  that  only 
twenty-seven  institutions  specialize,  or  claim 
to  specialize,  on  the  life  of  the  Sixteenth  Presi- 
dent, while  two  hundred  and  five  individuals 
put  forth  the  claim  that  they  are  bona  fide 
Lincoln  collectors.3  The  book  trade  sometimes 
refers  to  these  institutions  and  individuals, 
from  twenty-nine  states,  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, Hawaii  and  one  foreign  country,  as 
the  cream  of  their  potential  buyers.  Never- 
theless, a  large  percentage  of  these  collectors 
cannot  or  will  not  stomach  everything  thrown 
in  their  direction.  Only  a  small  number  buys 
everything  available,  and  when  such  practice 
is  the  policy  of  the  buyer,  he  should  not  be 
accused  of  a  lack  of  a  sense  of  discrimination. 
Those  who  labor  under  the  impression  that 
any  title  bearing  the  Lincoln  name  will  sell 
should  read  George  Stevens'  book  on  "best 
sellers"  entitled  Lincoln's  Doctor's  Dog.  There 
is  a  story  that  circulates  among  book  publish- 
ers "that  all  books  on  Lincoln  sell,  all  books 


about  dogs  sell,  and  all  books  by  doctors  sell 
—so,  the  man  who  writes  a  book  about  Lin- 
coln's doctor's  dog  is  going  to  clean  up.4  "Few 
Lincoln  writers  lift  the  mortgage  to  say  noth- 
ing of  making  a  "clean-up." 

Schools  of  thought  exist  today  in  the  Lin- 
coln fraternity.  Some  authorities  banter  one 
another  over  such  questions  as  the  legitimacy 
of  Lincoln's  mother.  The  extremists  of  both 
sides  of  this  controversy  might  be  said  to  be, 
at  the  present  time,  "out  on  a  limb."  Prob- 
ably some  day  the  question,  which  is  not  very 
important,  will  be  settled  one  way  or  another. 
Other  contenders  have  arguments  over  Lin- 
coln's religion,  the  relative  merits  of  his 
schoolmasters,  his  abilities  as  a  lawyer,  his 
genius  as  a  Commander-in-Chief,  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Bixby  Letter,  the  probabilities  of 
the  escape  of  John  Wilkes  Booth,  and  many 
other  minor  points  of  history.  Such  contro- 
versies have  a  tendency  to  give  life  to  the 
subject  and  are  responsible  for  a  pamphleteer's 
war  between  the  contending  factions.  Lin- 
coln's life  has  always  been  a  subject  of  con- 
troversy, and  for  decades  following  his  death 
printed  tracts  presenting  first  the  Southern 
and  then  the  Northern  point  of  view  swelled 
the  number  of  titles  which  the  collector  seeks 
so  avidly  for  his  library. 

The  collector  will  soon  discover,  that  mon- 
ographs will  make-up  the  bulk  of  his  holdings. 
Lincolniana  can  be  classified  under  three  cate- 
gories: (1)  Writings  and  Speeches,  (2)  Biog- 
raphies and  (3)  Monographs  and  Special 
Studies.  Through  the  medium  of  the  mono- 
graph real  opportunities  await  the  historian. 
Through  the  use  of  this  form  of  publication, 
gaps  can  be  filled  in  the  Lincoln  story  and 
new  interpretations  can  be  given  to  old  data 
when  the  more  scientific  method  of  research 
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in  original  manuscripts  and  other  historical 
sources  can  be  undertaken.  There  is  an  old 
adage  that  every  individual  should  write  at 
least  one  book.  While  the  truth  of  this  state- 
ment can  be  questioned,  it  is  true  that  many 
made  their  appearance  that  should  have  never 
been  allowed  to  develop  beyond  the  embryonic 
while  on  the  other  hand  numerous  books  have 
not  and  likely  will  not  see  the  light  of  day, 
Lincoln  books  should  be  written  that  have 
stage.  However,  the  monograph  can  be  your 
medium  of  expression  if  you  have  some  con- 
tribution to  make  to  the  study. 

As  there  are  exceedingly  good  and  tre- 
mendously poor  books  on  the  shelves  of 
all  Lincoln  collectors,  care  should  be  taken 
to  guard  against  too  rigid  discrimination.  In 
most  cases  adequate  historical  study  is  essen- 
tial to  pass  judgment  on  Lincoln  publications. 
What  appears  to  be  trash  today  may  be  funda- 
mental a  year  from  today.  If  you  do  not  care 
to  purchase  every  available  item  that  comes 
your  way,  then  it  is  best  to  take  stock  of  your 
interests.  Are  you  collecting  from  the  view- 
point of  a  historian  or  will  you  collect  those 
items  that  have  an  especial  appeal  to  the  bib- 
liophile? Once  you  decide,  either  to  go  all  out 
for  everything  on  the  subject,  specialize  on 
some  phase  of  Lincoln's  life  or  acquire  the 
basic  items,  you  will  have  taken  an  important 
step  toward  an  intelligent  approach  to  your 
problem.5 

To  keep  informed  of  the  events  in  the  field 
of  Lincolniana  it  is  well  to  contact  the 
libraries,  colleges,  organizations  and  fraternal 
groups  that  specialize  in  this  phase  of  biog- 
raphy and  history.  For  some  unexplainable 
reason  the  college  and  the  professional  his- 
torian have  taken  a  sudden  and  decided  inter- 
est in  Abraham  Lincoln.  Some  of  the  out- 


standing  Lincoln  collections  have  been  built 
by  college  authorities.  A  few  state  historical 
libraries  are  also  quite  active  in  the  Lincoln 
field  and  numerous  Lincoln  organizations 
over  the  country  stimulate  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject. Lincoln  clubs,  fellowships,  and  associa- 
tions are  to  be  found  in  the  larger  cities  and 
towns  like  Chicago,  New  York,  Los  Angeles, 
Washington,  Springfield,  Wilmington,  Bos- 
ton, Gettysburg,  Detroit  and  Madison.  In  fol- 
lowing their  activities,  the  collector  keeps 
abreast  of  the  current  trend  of  thought  in  the 
Lincoln  field.  The  cultivation  of  personalities 
also  plays  an  important  part  in  determining 
the  success  or  failure  of  a  collector.  These 
individuals  are  many  times  situated  in  key 
positions  in  Lincoln  organizations,  book  shops, 
publishing  houses  and  libraries,  and  the  help 
and  advice  they  can  give  a  serious  Lincoln 
collector  is  invaluable. 

Unknown  to  many,  the  Lincoln  field  has  its 
own  periodicals.  The  Lincoln  Lore,  edited 
by  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  of  the  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Life  Foundation  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indi- 
ana, has  appeared  every  week,  in  the  form  of 
a  bulletin  (printed  on  one  side  and  punched 
for  a  three  ring  binder)  since  April  15,  1929. 
This  publication  is  sent  gratis  to  interested 
parties.  Lincoln  Memorial  University,  at  Har- 
rogate, Tennessee,  publishes  a  quarterly  maga- 
zine called  the  Lincoln  Herald.  This  maga- 
zine, according  to  the  title  page,  is  devoted 
"to  historical  research  in  the  field  of  Lincoln- 
iana  and  the  Civil  War,  and  to  the  promotion 
of  Lincoln  ideals  in  American  education/' 
In  addition  to  the  historical  articles  which  ap- 
pear in  this  quarterly,  the  magazine  has  an 
especial  appeal  for  most  readers  due  to  its 
pictorial  nature.  Some  issues  are  replete  with 
illustration.   The  first  number  of  the  Lincoln 
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Herald  since  its  revival  as  a  historical  journal 
is  dated  February,  1938.  The  subscription 
price  is  $2.00  per  year.  The  Abraham  Lincoln 
Association  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  publishes 
a  magazine  called  The  Abraham  Lincoln 
Quarterly.  Volume  one,  number  one,  bears 
the  date  of  March,  1940.  Each  issue  features 
an  outstanding  portrait  or  picture,  either  of 
Lincoln  or  one  associated  with  the  Lincoln 
story,  as  a  frontispiece.  One  section  of  the 
magazine  is  usually  given  over  to  an  address 
or  article  by  some  notable  person  or  historical 
authority,  while  other  departments  deal  with 
extraneous  Lincoln  matters.  A  copy  is 
sent  to  all  members  of  the  Association,  and 
non -members  can  subscribe  for  the  Quarterly 
at  the  rate  of  $3.00  annually.  Other  maga- 
zines devoted  to  Lincoln  topics  have  made 
their  appearance  in  the  past  but  are  not  being 
currently  published. 

Close  contact  with  book  dealers  specializ- 
ing in  Lincolniana,  once  you  have  made  their 
acquaintance  and  apprised  them  of  your  inter- 
ests and  needs,  will  be  an  important  step  in 
your  collecting  activities.  Through  the  book 
trade,  periodicals,  published  bibliographies, 
check  lists  and  book  reviews  can  be  obtained 
to  keep  you  posted  on  current  publications. 
Efforts  made  to  associate  with  authors  and 
book  publishers  will,  likewise,  pay  dividends. 
Unknown  to  the  average  observer,  a  book  or 
printed  publication  goes  through  several 
stages  of  development.  Each  step  of  produc- 
tion provides  the  collector  with  a  variant.  The 
collector  who  has  no  limitations  on  the  type 
of  item  which  he  may  acquire  can  sometimes 
get  galley  and  page  proofs  from  authors  or 
publishers  and  even  a  prospectus  used  by  a 
book  salesman  may  prove  a  desirable  item. 
Dummy  books  filled  with  blank  pages,  or  a 
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few  preliminary  printed  sheets,  put  out  in 
advance  of  publication  by  the  publisher,  illus- 
trating size,  type  and  binding  may  prove  more 
valuable  for  the  bibliophile  than  the  com- 
pleted text.  An  offer,  if  the  collector  has  the 
inclination,  to  review  a  new  book  for  a  maga- 
zine or  newspaper  will  have  as  a  reward  for 
his  effort  a  free  copy  of  the  desired  text.  It  is 
always  well  to  make  use  of  all  the  tricks  of 
the  trade. 

However,  the  Lincoln  collector  must  not 
confine  his  activities  entirely  to  books  and 
pamphlets.  He  must  ever  be  on  the  alert  to 
gather  manuscripts,  photographs,  sheet  music, 
broadsides,  relics,  novelties,  stamps  and  every 
type  of  item  that  will  enhance  the  interest  and 
value  of  a  Lincoln  collection.  Newspaper  clip- 
pings by  the  hundreds  can  be  gathered  with 
little  effort  and  Lincoln  articles  appear  in 
profusion  in  February  issues  of  magazines, 
and  at  other  periods  of  the  year.  Lincoln 
dinners,  public  meetings  and  theatrical  ev- 
ents provide  programs;  and  the  literature  of 
Lincoln  organizations  is  always  worthwhile. 
The  avid  collector  by  diligent  effort  can  of- 
tentimes bring  to  light  an  obscure  Lincoln 
item  unknown  to  bibliographers  or  librarians. 
All  the  Lincoln  publications  have  not  been 
tabulated  and  collected  by  any  means.  Dusty 
shelves  in  old  bookshops  or  dark  attics  often 
yield  gems  of  Lincolniana  worth  their  weight 
in  gold. 

Every  collector  enjoys  to  a  certain  extent 
what  is  known  as  "beginner's  luck".  This 
applies  to  the  Lincoln  collector  as  well  as  the 
individual  who  gathers  andirons  or  demi- 
johns. In  practically  every  beginner's  Lincoln 
collection  there  is  to  be  found  at  least  one 
item  long  sought  by  librarian  or  advanced  col- 
lector. To  build  your  collection  the  hard  way 
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is  to  derive  more  pleasure  from  it.  A  classic 
example  is  the  collector  who  was  willing  to 
forego  the  comforts  of  an  overcoat  in  order  to 
purchase  the  four  volume  work  Abraham  Lin- 
coln —  The  War  Years  by  Carl  Sandburg. 
Every  book  and  manuscript  recalls  a  story  of 
the  conditions  under  which  it  was  acquired. 
What  is  more  remarkable,  the  chances  are 
that  your  best  items  will  cost  you  the  least 
money,  but  probably  the  greatest  effort.  The 
successful  Lincoln  collector  must  have  the  eye 
of  a  detective  and  the  nose  of  a  bloodhound. 

In  every  Lincoln  collector's  life  there  is  a 
temptation  to  practice  the  fine  art  of  im- 
pounding which  is  after  all  just  another 
name  for  s-t-e-a-1-i-n-g.  The  desire  to  impound 
a  Lincoln  item  for  posterity  must  be  carefully 
curbed.  This  temptation  is  particularly  hard 
to  control  when  working  through  court  house 
records  and  libraries  or  where  some  individual 
or  institution  appears  to  have  little  regard  for 
a  valuable  item,  which  for  some  unexplain- 
able  reason  they  refuse  to  sell.  Generally 
speaking,  the  impounders  who  labor  for  the 
sake  of  posterity,  usually  consider  their  own 
libraries  as  the  proper  place  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  impounded  item.  Conservative 
collectors  know  that  impounding  is  not  a  jus- 
tification for  stealing  any  more  than  inability 
to  write  is  a  justification  for  plagiarism. 

Local  residents  of  a  small  Illinois  town  will 

never  forget  an  exciting  occasion  when  a 
bearded  historian  worked  through  the  coun- 
ty's court  house  records,  during  the  time  that 
gangsterism  was  a  national  menace.  When 
the  Lincoln  biographer  was  seen  wearing  a 
black  snood  over  his  Van  Dyke  to  protect  his 
white  beard  from  the  dust  of  the  decades,  the 
county  officials  had  a  tense  moment,  until 
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the  masked  historian  could  be  properly  identi- 
fied. Some  collectors  who  have  had  an  un- 
fortunate experience  with  impounders,  often 
think  some  members  of  the  brotherhood 
(surely  only  a  few)  might  as  well  wear  a 
mask  and  ride  a  horse.  Collectors,  however, 
often  facetiously  boast  of  their  impounding 
abilities  and  those  who  take  a  delight  in 
bantering  a  fellow  bibliophile  often  make  the 
statement  that  "you  had  better  keep  an  eye 
on  a  Lincoln  collector." 

All  collectors  have  enjoyed  certain  humor- 
ous incidents  in  their  collecting  activities,  even 
though  they  may  not  care  to  make  public  such 
incidents  when  they  come  out  at  the  little 
end  of  the  bargain.  One  story  that  illustrates 
the  point  is  the  case  of  two  Lincoln  collectors 
who  occasionally  bought  what  appeared 
to  be  desirable  merchandise  from  a  dis- 
reputable dealer.  One  day  they  confronted 
each  other  with  copies  of  a  so-called  recently 
discovered  Lincoln  letter  of  early  vintage  and 
historical  significance.  A  comparison  revealed 
that  the  letters  were  identical— which  indi- 
cated forgery.  One  collector  realizing  that  he 
was  the  "goat"  refused  to  make  a  protest 
which  would  cause  him  to  lose  face  as  a  Lin- 
coln authority  among  his  fellow  collectors. 
The  other  collector,  however,  not  to  be  out- 
done, called  on  the  purveyor  of  forgeries  and 
demanded  a  settlement.  Said  Lincoln  col- 
lector had  another  weakness  —  a  liking  for 
Remington  paintings.  The  autograph  dealer 
offered  to  make  amends  by  presenting  the 
outraged  customer  with  a  rare  Remington. 
The  deal  was  closed  and  all  parties  were 
happy,  until  the  collector  removed  the  wrap- 
ping paper  from  the  so-called  Remington, 
only  to  discover  it  too  was  identical  to  a  sim- 
ilar study  he  had  purchased  from  the  same 
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dealer  several  years  before. 

A  most  unusual  and  humorous  incident  is 
well  remembered  by  a  prominent  collector 
who  was  amusing  himself  by  looking  through 
a  stack  of  Lincoln  and  Civil  War  books, 
which  were  the  property  of  a  large  eastern 
library.  While  admiring  the  books  a  fellow 
bibliophile,  who  apparently  had  a  great  deal 
of  authority,  asked  the  collector  if  he  wanted 
the  books  —  "he  could  have  them  if  he  cared 
to  carry  them  home."  Little  time  was  lost  in 
getting  the  said  tomes  to  the  hotel.  Such  a 
gift  seemed  almost  too  good  to  be  true  and 
the  energetic  and  excited  collector  called  at 
the  library  the  next  day.  Upon  inquiry  for  the 
generous  attendant,  the  collector  was  informed 
that  no  such  individual  had  ever  been  em- 
ployed in  that  library. 

Collectors  have  often  remarked  that  "in  the 
game  of  Lincolniana  one  may  expect  most 
anything."  Such  an  observation  is  true  which 
makes  the  sport  all  the  more  exciting.  Among 
the  milder  activities  are  autographing  parties 
for  Lincoln  authors,  at  which  collectors  have 
the  opportunity  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
the  writer  and  to  buy  a  first  edition  of  his 
book  bearing  either  an  inscription  or  auto- 
graph of  the  one-day  celebrity.  Next  there 
are  regular  and  special  meetings  of  Lincoln 
organizations  called  to  celebrate  Lincoln's 
birthday,  observe  the  date  of  his  assassination 
or  maybe  to  condemn  or  approve  some  idea 
set  forth  by  the  citizenry  of  the  community 
which  has  some  relation  to  the  patron  saint. 
These  meetings  are  often  open  to  the  public. 

The  dedication  of  new  Lincoln  libraries, 
shrines  and  statues  are  always  interesting 
events  where  the  brotherhood  gathers  to  pick 
the  bones  of  the  early  school  of  biographers 
(historians  particularly  like  to  work  on  Wil- 
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liam  H.  Herndon),  to  look  with  covetous 
eye  at  the  items  in  the  new  library,  to  find 
fault  or  praise  for  the  designer  of  the  shrine 
and  most  usually  to  condemn  the  sculptor 
who  is  so  presumptuous  as  to  offer  a  new  con- 
ception of  Lincoln.  One  of  the  most  exciting 
moments  in  the  annals  of  Lincoln  events, 
when  people  gathered  to  pay  homage  to  the 
"Railsplitter",  was  a  dedication  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  on  September  16,  1932,  at 
which  time  Paul  Manship's  bronze  statue 
"Abraham  Lincoln— The  Hoosier  Youth"  was 
unveiled  during  an  impressive  ceremony. 
With  many  an  Oh!  and  Ah!  the  thousands 
in  attendance  saw  a  terrible  error  in  the 
statue  —  the  handle  was  turned  the  wrong 
way  in  Lincoln's  axe,  that  the  "Hoosier 
Youth"  held  in  his  hand  beside  a  book.  The 
sculptor  had  a  ready  explanation.  A  mistake 
had  been  made  in  assembling  the  different 
parts  of  the  statue  in  the  foundry  at  Belgium. 
A  new  axe,  properly  helved,  was  a  few  months 
later  substituted,  much  to  the  relief  of  the 
parties  concerned. 

Lincoln  pilgrimages  always  prove  interest- 
ing to  the  pilgrim,  especially  if  he  likes  to 
tarry  in  old  graveyards  or  mentally  recreate 
historic  events  of  the  past.  One  way  to  know 
better  the  Lincoln  country  and  the  individ- 
uals along  the  way,  who  have  adopted  the 
Lincoln  hobby,  is  to  travel  with  a  group  from 
Lincoln  shrine  to  Lincoln  shrine  —  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave.  Such  pilgrimages  have 
been  conducted  by  colleges  and  organizations 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  desire  to  follow 
Lincoln's  path  of  destiny.  One  popular  pil- 
grimage route  today  is  the  Booth  escape  trail 
from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  the  site  of  the 
Garrett  barn  in  Virginia.  Another  pilgrimage 
of  unusual  interest  is  over  the  colonial  route 
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-the  migration  trail  of  the  ancestral  Lincolns 
from  Massachusetts  to  Kentucky.  The  neo- 
phyte may  be  surprised  to  learn  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  many  successful  collectors,  that  the 
personalities  one  meets  along  the  historic  trails 
are  of  more  importance  than  the  mere  viewing 
of  inanimate  shrines  and  memorials. 

The  opening  of  new  collections  to  the  pub- 
lic which  have  long  been  inaccessible  creates 
quite  a  stir  in  Lincoln  circles.  With  the  press 
and  radio  playing  up  the  sensational  angles, 
the  historian  and  collector  joins  in  the  fanfare 
and  such  events  are  always  exciting.  Or 
course,  it  is  the  careful  historian  who  strikes 
the  pay  dirt,  at  a  later  date,  when  the  docu- 
ments and  printed  materials  can  be  carefully 
examined  and  studied. 

Occasionally  a  Lincoln  book  will  be  pub- 
lished which  will  cause  violent  controversies 
between  authorities.   Such  conflicts  lead  to  a 
word  battle  that  is  usually  fought  out  in  the 
newspapers  much  to  the  delight  of  the  stu- 
dent,  collector   and  layman.     The   Lincoln 
fraternity  has  several  august  members  who 
might  be  called  "watch  dogs"  of  the  organiza- 
tion. They  always  uphold  the  integrity  of  the 
Sixteenth   President   against   all  onslaughts. 
Once  Lincoln  is  assailed,  or  some  fantastic 
claim  is  advanced,  be  it  unfavorable  or  un- 
orthodox,  said  claimant  is  in  for  a  battle. 
Then,  too,  there  is  a  school  of  Lincoln  writers 
who  work  best  under  the  pressure  of  argu- 
ment -  the  hotter  the  controversy  the  greater 
the  wordage.    Sometimes  these  violent  con- 
flicts call  forth  the  best  in  the  contenders  - 
thev  cannot  afford  to  be  slovenly,  and  good 
writing  and  thorough  research  are  indulged  m 
to  an  extent  where  they  make  outstanding 
contributions  to  the  study. 

To  determine  the  identity  of  a  writer  who 
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hides  behind  the  cloak  of  anonymity  usually 
calls  forth  certain  latent  powers  of  detection, 
a  power  of  which  every  collector  thinks  he  has 
a  superabundance.  With  the  publication  of 
an  anonymous  Lincoln  tract,  motives  are 
studied  and  the  culprit  is  sometimes  run  down 
by  the  process  of  elimination.  Usually  such 
tracts  are  reprints  of  earlier  published  pamph- 
lets, somewhat  off  color,  but  such  items  pro- 
vide the  "jokester"  with  an  opportunity  to 
write  a  new  foreword  in  which  all  the  quips 
and  quillets  (usually  friendly)  that  can  be 
thought  of,  are  hurled  against  a  trend  or  prac- 
tice, a  school  of  thought,  publishers  of  trifling 
oddities  and  book  dealers.  They  take  such 
pseudonyms  as  A.  Fish  or  A.  Lincoln  Fann. 
At  the  present  time  A.  Lincoln  Fann  has  be- 
come somewhat  of  a  personality  among  Lin- 
coln groups.6 

One  person  the  collector  must  guard 
against,  and  at  the  same  time  refrain  from 
being,  is  a  book  beggar.  These  parasites  can 
very  easily  be  spotted.  Many  of  them  write 
poetry  and  are  prone  to  lay  on  their  high 
sounding  compliments  with  a  trowel.  Their 
best  results  are  derived  from  the  solicitation 
of  members  of  boards  of  trustees  and  officers 
and  directors  of  Lincoln  organizations.  Their 
efforts  can  best  be  thwarted  by  ignoring  their 
requests  or  offering  to  make  an  exchange  of 
material.  Believe  it  or  not,  they  sometimes 
have  something  good  to  swap.  To  be  a  suc- 
cessful collector  you  must  have  friends  with 
whom  you  can  play  the  game  of  give  and 
take.  Share  your  duplicates  with  a  fellow  col- 
lector and  your  return  will  be  twofold.  The 
exchanging  of  items  is  a  practice  well  worth 
while.  Some  desirable  materials  may  be  ac- 
quired by  exchange  that  cannot  be  purchased 
with  money. 
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Certainly  this  hobby  of  collecting  Lincoln- 
iana  is  an  intelligent  and  worthy  pursuit  —  it 
is  educational,  it  leads  to  worthwhile  friend- 
ships, it  is  a  challenge  to  those  who  like  to 
tackle  a  difficult  task,  it  is  thoroughly  Amer- 
ican in  character,  it  prolongs  life  and  leads  to 
the  building  of  a  valuable  estate. 
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